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e EXTRACTS .-
FROM ?

THB OPINIONS OF'SOME SCHOLARS.

”

q
-

Professor Jacobi of the &niversity of Bonn, Germany:— -~
1 amyoonvanced of the oxcellence of your work a.né I have _
decidet} to use it instead of the Siddhanta Kaumudi when 1
ghall havegmread Pamni with my pupils, as I shall do next
summer,”

H M Bhad@.ka.mka.r Esq., B.A,, Professor of Bangkrit, ""'0--
Wilton ¥ollgpe, Bombay, wntes:—“An accarate and in-,
telligent studybof Panini’s Grammar is a great necessity with
every Sansknt scholar. The difficulty of the book (even a.ﬂ:er
the aid givBn by Bhattoi ngshm), and the dryness of The
subject, are, however, great obstacles in the way of snch g™
studys A Bombay graduate who takes to Sanskrit studies feels
especially hampered in his attempt, as very often he has rfot
been #mtroduced to Sanskrit i the,old way, end has never had
to fix his mind compulsomly on it 1n the course of s studies
for the degree und later p&t, when he befns to feel his defimen-
cies, he has soon to discontinue his studies veyy ofteny for
présfure of otherthings of umediste wse. To such a one L
swouldh recommend the ¥tmdy of the Laghu-Paniniya of Prof.

A. R. Rojp Raja Varma, u.A., .2.48., of H, H.the Maharajah’s
College, Trivandrum It would ea.sﬂy emable him to make
head, very aa.iffsfagtonly i Penini’s great work on soholarly
lines. The book 1syexcellently ,planned *and seeks not only to
give in & very lncid menner & knowledge 'of SBanskrit Grammar,
but slso to 1troduce the student to the*languege and mind
of Ranini himself.”

* ™. Sovani Eaq, M.A, MR'AE, FLI.0, Professor of
. " '\]'lk'-rq, Meernts writes to the®*author .—* Plesse
e thn.nks for the very beautjful prosent of

’
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v [ OPINIONS,

your highly mentoriqus performance, the L&ghu-Paniniyam,

which wes sent. to me by your Publifher at your 1mstanoce.

Your manver of exposition 18 “very ﬂlnmmating and delightiul,

, and evinces your profound scholarship, sound Jnlg?l.l'éntn and

unmistakable onginahty in ?e study of Panmni’a system:,if

I may_venture to form az ‘Opinion on & discursi® vievg of

your work It i'spnot, however, right so hastily’to pronounce

upon the merits of & work, which smust necessarily have been

™ = an outcome of much patient study and critieal investigation.

It would require some months to gppreciate its -real eworth,

and one ought not to underteke to estimate 1ts vain® when

one does not feel to be 1 any way a specialigtjw*#he subject.

#— Since however you have kindly desired me to expref: my

~ judgment, such es it is, I may say that it is undoubtedly

™= \of great worth as a pioneer’s work. Itis, in factea d@®roudehn

task mn which even failure ought to he estecfhed as some-

thipg enviable. Hence®your work should be esteemed s

grand achevement even 1f 1t o shown that, f0r want of

"wodels, you have failed in your sttempt to a certain extent

where the great authors of the dehightful Kasike ansl the

Sitldhanta Kawmudi could not achieve unqualified success.

The task is reslly so difficult, and perhaps Panini’s grea work

is & monaumental treatise meant for scholars and not for

beginners and novices,® In Paulin’s tege Senskrit was more or

less p living fongue, requiring & grammear embodying a scientific

philological research. . In these diseoumging conditions, how-
ever, you have done what you could hawe done. P

“ Your treatment of the subject is very lumina‘ simplo,

and even brilliant. “‘You give instances and comnter-inatanBos.

The opening passages of every ssction giveg ageneral view,

which is very refreshing’ The EqTa®Tn and TRASEERTOT uro

very competently treated. I find critical and suggestive foot-

notes, e g., on pp. 152 and 153 [pp,164 and 166, ndlv edition] on

gz i I11-4-106. You have omitted rightly several wrdeas

+ which would unnecessarily erther b ¥33ar or bur”  *he mind of

the beginner. * .

* . * ; -
‘ «, . ~
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»

“ Such critic'mm, however, would have 1ncreased its volume
and affer all begmne:s ere not required to know all these
minutie ‘per‘lanps. i g

T wish you had printed yoyr work at the Nirnayasagara
Pross at Bc?mbay which is well knowu for correct and excellent
work. It would certainly have minimised errate.

-

~

* * * *
a® -~ ~
l
“ From®ftiges 278 and 834 [now 295 and 868) I find that you
have domed certamn technical terms like ®RE® which is inte-
“esting, You lapgely quote from uncient mnemonic stanzas,

somé& of ﬂich;‘as on p. 116, [now 126] oceur also in w .

3nd in some places you have composed some karthas of yonr own
38 on pp. 147, 151, 260, ete. [mow 159, 184, 281] which=s

creditable. Yon quot;, I find, from a work SiwrrEdes —

m pp, 345, 852 etc., [now 874 and 882], whioh I do not know at
I, Is 1t connected with the sfeqrEladY of Twe A of the 15%h
sentury, which work also ! could not procure? In your intro-
luction you refer to TITAAR which 18 by wH#HE, L think, and is
sdited by Prof. Rangachgeya of the Madfes Premdency College,
out which I could not procure as yet. You olso guote from
Catyas, e.g., the .a‘trlm of ﬂ'!i[ﬁ and frgaeag of Ay,
Cherems & very beautitu} quotation from & wvery clever poet
vbout gaR4n p. 357, [now 888 | begimning with sfmaf
vhich I enjoyeg very much. I wonder whénce it must have
ome* from.

- n

. . ]
T consulted yoar mterpretation of IL 8 48 to seo whether

rou agree with Dr. Speijer in teking TRWTEET as meaning
nynber” as he mamnteina on cumpering other passages, or
vhether yov, 7.afer the tradsonal ihterpretation.
N
. o ‘
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¢
“ ] wish I could procure the other four works of yours in
I the domain respectively of pure hberftt,ure, nstrononyy, and
yo— history.” ° ;-

R. D. Ranade Esq,, Asstt, to the Professor of Sanskrit,

Decoan Oollege, Poons, wpl'ea to the author —® As I wé&nt
through the book, I was greatly struck by the new mould, in

which the sutras 6f Panini have hean once again entirely recast.

*~— The new arrangement ef the sufras is entirely your own, and 1t
~ clearly shows what time and trouble it must have casf you

The number of the original sufras has been happily mititused,

and the sufras themselves have been most lucidbye explained.

- The elegant intiodnction which you have appended to ther book
‘m ~ clearly shows that the Sanskmt Langnage, m the hands of
=* . scholars like yourself, need no longer bear the stigme ghe “dead”

! language. One feels indeed that 1t has the entie freshness of
Iifg restored to 1t once affam  Though ! suppose that a little

bit of 1njustice has been done t the nawme of Patanjal 1.
“—the Introduction, I am entirely at one with you in Psolding
that a2 new method Lke your own 1s necessary, in o-dgr that
S8nekrit Grammar mway be adapted to present-day require-
ments. Your book, I am confident, will not only be useful as an
mtroduotion to the higher works on Gramwmar like the Paribha-
shendusekhara and thé Mahabliashym jtself, but will also be
suffjeient, and more than sufficient, for introducing a beginner 1n
Sanskmt, whether Indian or European, to §u.nskrib hteratu:e

in general, Those who have takem the trouble of stydying.
Sanskrt Grammar by means of the Kaumudi andst¥e Taitva-
hodhini, are sure to feel that a lot of theiwr trouble would Nave
been saved 1f they had your book by them at She commence-
ment of their studids. * It as so simplg, so lucid, and so
entirely sufficient.” ) ~.

b
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

* - —-*-o@g:.—

L)
UR fathers justly held the subjegt of Grammar
(Vyakarana) in high esteem, dnd defined it as a
Jastra (science) and a Vedanga. In any literature, true
nastel¥ is impossible without a thorough graap of the
srammar 8f*the language,iand this is especially the ocase
vith Banskrit. A living language may be learned, with-

mb hmug_ll‘ gramwar ; but, withoutran adequate grounding .

n grammer, Nt 18 not easy to learn a dead, classical lan-
ruage. It is a matter of common kmowledge, that, u.m!‘er
he old inligenous schem® of education, Indian youths
)ogan the study of Sanskrit, not, as they now do, with a
eader, but with a simplified grammar, containing the
lementary rules of declension and conjugation. This
yractioe is even now followed, and the student who does
10t purpose to acquizs® the reputatlon of a grammarian
vaiyakarana) takes to such other studies as he eares for,
he classical traatises, on grammar,’ of which Sanskrit
128 suchnan abundant numbér—almest all of matchless
>xcallende—being only studied by special students of
he subject. ~Specialisation in the dlﬁerent branches of
Janskrit lore—heéwever desirablé, in the interests of a
"evival of genuine classical scholarship in India,—is not
nvw common, snd, following the traditions of the West,
the greater number of mederrrasudents of Sanskrit desire:
only such an equipment, in grammar-@and phonetics a8
would enable them to unde stand and enjoy the gems of

i



classical Sanskrit literature. My experi‘o;nce as & Sang-
krit teacher and examiner has convinced me that peither~
the traditional ourriculum” for the non-gramyazjan, nor-
the modern scheme of graduated readers, farnishes this.
equipment. Further, s liowledge of Sanskrif, that ig
independent of an understanding of one of.the most
charaoteristic fowms of Sanglrit literary and scientific
expression and of the system of *notation ” adopted in.
the Sutra style, is, in my humble view, apt to giva a very-
inadequate ides of the power, range and gemius of the-
language. It is true that Panini who remeins néw, as
in the ancient times, without a peer, ag a grammarian,
by the very perfection of his aphorisms and tifir com-
prehensiveness, created difficulties for their nnderstand~
ing by any one not blessed with the requisite Iewsure and
~ascetic inclinations to engage on the arduous study of
his eight chapters (4shtadhyayi)—, and that the ‘great
commentators, like Patanjali, the Vartika-kara and the
author of the Kasika, have added to the difficulties of the-
study by clouding ths meaning of.Panini, in a very mist
of words. Nevertheless, it has always struck me, that,
if it were possible to prepare ad elementary grammar,
in Sanskrit uself, op the basis of Panini’s upmafthed”
aphorisms, simplifying his principles and inteérpreting-
them in |aocordance with ‘modern tendeneies, 8o ag to
form an introduction t¢ Panini, and to he ordinary clas-
sical literature generally, the attempt would be worth
making. Strengthened bj this conviction, Which ket
growing on me since 1895 when I was Principal of His
Highness the Maharaja’s Sangkrit College, Trivandram,
I published a very elementary treatise on these ]inee.;:

~
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PREFACE. xi

in Malayalam, in November 1907. The success of that
experigent, and the approval it has met with from
those competent to judge, have now emboldened me to
publish the following brief introduction to olassical
Sahskrit Grammar, on the lindsof Panini. In the light
of the above facts, I make no apology for submitting
the book to the kindly®jwdgment of fellow-students
of Sans]mt being agsured of being corrected by their
erudifion wherever I have gone wrong, and of béing

strengthen'ﬂi by their sympathy always.

The different typographwa] and other devices adopted

" to emphegise-ths relative 1mportance of various Sutras,

are described in a separate note, and the principles on
which I haye interpreted and commented on Panini ave
expounded in the Sanskrit Introduction and 1n the first
few pages of the book itself. It only remains to me to
acknowledge with much gratitude the constant assistanod,
, encouragement and advice I have received from my
revered uncle and preceptor, M. R, Ry. Kerala Varma
Avl, c.s. 1., the doyen 8 Sanskrit soholarship in South
Indsa, and Jf‘rom my fellow-student, foymer colleague afid
friende Brahinasm R. *Narnayana Saetna.r, the present
head of tlp %ocal Sanskrit Co]]ege

TRIVANDRUM, } "

A R RA JA VARMA,
8rd August 1911 A. R. RAJARA
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITiON.

——et I At

* [

(s

N preparing the Second Edition of the Laghupdnant-
yam, special care has been taken toimprove the
general get-up of the book. The many typographical
errors and inconsistencies which disfigured thd First
Edition have also been rectified. My gratefyl acknowl-
edgements are due to tho authorities of St. Jeseph’s
Industrial School Pregs, Trichinopoly, for the scrupulous
care that they have bestowed on every detdil of printing.

The subject-matiter too received a sort of general
revision when the proof-sheets passed through my hands.
PAninf’s grammatical rules are based on the semiaTg=ma
qr the principle of generalisations restricted by excep-
tions. But it not infrequently happens that his genera-
lisations lose all their practical value on account of a
disproportionate gfantity of tip restricting element.
In such cases my method was to make a judicious selec-
tion from the never-ending serips of excephons "and
counter-exceptions and to” present to the bqgmner only
the particular cases a knowledge of which is®indispen-
gable to a student who wishes to read thrdugh the stand-
ard works in the Janghage* From th® very nature of if,
such a selection cannot claim to be perfect or universally
acceptable. The alterations made in the body of the
text are accordingly very few and not very important,
and are merely-ef the nature,of a replacement of a less
important sitra by a more important one. The tgtal



PREFACE, xni

wmber of sfltras expounded are thus left untouched,
or fearof interfering with the convenience of refernng
o siitras-by.the serial numbers given to them'in this
wok. I have, however, tried to expand by way of ox~
lafiation a condensed expressios: here and there.

I have now brought,out a sequel to this book,
lealing with Vedic and Historical Grammar on similar
ines. ¢ The present vokune will, therefore, be called
1ereafter P’art I of the Laghupdniniyam and the sequel

Yart IJ of the same work.

I take this opportunity foeoffer my heart-felt
hanks t0 all those scholars who have been kind enough
o read through this book and favosr me with an expres-
ion of their opinion regarding my work as a whole.

A

TRIVANDRUM,
A. R. RAJARAJA VARMA.

20th November 1913
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